G6
Week of December 14 - December 21, 2025
Opportunities for Worship, Service, Study, and Fellowship:

Today:		Worship               	                                		  		10:45 am
		Potluck Dinner after Worship
		Committee and Session Meeting after Dinner
Monday:	Christian Support Group		Fellowship Hall				 5:30 pm
Tuesday:	
Wednesday:     Night Bible Study 		Fellowship Hall				 5:30 pm
WSAA  				Fellowship Hall		        	              7:00 pm
Thursday:			
Friday: 		Pillows of Faih			Fellowship Hall 				6 – 9 pm
Saturday:	 
Sunday:	Worship				    	                                       10:45 am
Social Time and Snack after Worship
_______________________________________________________________________________
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			December 21st  We will collect the Joy offering. 50% goes to help students 
And 50% goes to provide assistance for current and retired church workers 
And their families with critical financial needs. 
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Making His Purpose Count

940 Talbot Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32205
(904) 389-2939
www.mhpcjax.com
mhpcjax@gmail.com

Rev. Samuel Bennett

December 14, 2025
December 14, 2025
Third Week of Advent

Gathering God’s People

Music for Gathering								John Lansdale
Welcome and Announcements						  	Beth Bozeman

Call To Worship

[bookmark: _Hlk216260545]Leader: Soon parched lands will blossom into life 
People: and burst into joyful song-very soon.
Leader: Say to those who are drowning in fear, 
People: ‘Take courage! Here is God, coming to save you.”
Leader: Soon every creature will have what it needs in abundance. 
People: All peoples of all dis/abilities and ages will shout for joy in freedom- very soon
Leader: A highway stretches heavenward, smooth and level.
People: All may walk or roll there unimpeded. 
Leader: Soon happiness and joy will overwhelm us!
People: Grief and groaning will flee for good-very soon. Amen

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace

[bookmark: _Hlk216261203]Leader: As we light our third Advent candle,
People: we pray for hope, peace, and joy.
Leader: Come now, O child of Mary. 
People: Come now, O Prince of Joy. 

*Song of Praise: 		     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You			           #271

Prayer of the Day

[bookmark: _Hlk216261316]Subversive God, you revel in reversing human hierarchies. Inspire us to sing with teenage Mary of tyrants toppled; and the last made first.  Ignite our hearts until we truly understand what this means. Embolden us to risk everything for the chance to serve as midwives to your new creation, so that, with Mary, our spirits will rejoice in God our Savior-Jesus Christ her son—and magnify Christ’s love in all we do. 
(Observe a time of silence for personal prayers of confession)  Amen






Passing the Peace of Christ:

Leader: May the Peace of Our Risen Christ be with you!
People: And also with you. 
	            (It is our custom to greet one another at this time using the words above)

Song of Adoration      (please find your way back to your seat as we sing together):
*Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, World without end. Amen. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk184820405]*Song of Peace:			            Joy to the World				                    #270

[bookmark: _Hlk215400025]Pastoral prayer and Lord’s Prayer					        Rev. Samuel Bennett

Proclaiming the Word of God
Scripture:				      Mark 8: 1-9
Message:			           “What dogs Can Teach Us”                  Rev. Samuel Bennett


Responding to God’s Grace

Offering of our gifts and pledges				
Offertory Music								                   John Lansdale
*Doxology 				(Owens Arrangement)				        #814
Prayer of Dedication							        Rev. Samuel Bennett


*Sending

[bookmark: _Hlk184820518]*Song of witness:	                 Angels We Have Heard on High			        #278
Benediction								         Rev. Samuel Bennett
Congregational Response:	               God Be With You 			                     #232			
*Please stand for these parts of the service if you are able.
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